Strategies towards a transgenic model of essential hypertension.
The generation of genetically modified animals by transgenic technology has proven to be a surprisingly versatile resource for researchers, providing an increasing number of new tools for biological investigation. As well as permitting the analysis of gene function and regulation in vivo, modifications of the techniques are being used to suppress or abolish the expression of specific genes, and further refinements have permitted the ablation of specific cell-types and the development of differentiated cell lines from tissue-specific tumours. In hypertension research, where many important questions have been frustratingly difficult to address by previously available methods, the advances afforded by transgenic studies have already been significant and are likely to be even more profound in the future. With the further development of these techniques, it may be possible to produce new and more representative models of essential hypertension.